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An 80-year-old Taiwanese man with no significant past
medical history presented with poor appetite, vomiting, leg
edema, dry cough, and progressive dyspnea. Physical
examination was notable for an afebrile patient, with blood
pressure of 180/100 mm Hg and pulse rate of 102 beats/min;
the chest examination revealed bilateral crackles. Laboratory
tests showed the following: serum urea nitrogen, 104 mg/dl;
creatinine, 12 mg/dl; and potassium, 6.7 mmol/l; The pH of
the arterial blood gas was 7.24, PCO2 , 29.2 mm Hg, PO2 ,
114.9 mm Hg, and bicarbonate concentration was 12.2 mEq/l.
He subsequently received hemodialysis on an emergent basis.
Abdominal ultrasonography showed marked bilateral hydro-
nephrosis. A plain X-ray of his abdomen disclosed two
radiopaque lesions, in unusual lateral and horizontal
positions (Figure 1). On magnetic resonance urography,
these radiopacities turned out to be bilateral upper ureteral
stones, and were the cause of the obstruction (Figure 2). After
receiving bilateral ureteroscopic laser lithotripsy with ureteral
stent insertion, his renal function did not recover and he has
remained on hemodialysis. Although ureteral stones usually
present with acute renal colic, painless bilateral obstruction
with irreversible renal failure may rarely occur. Severe and
tortuous hydronephroureters may cause the radiopaque
stones to lie in unusual locations on plain abdominal films.
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Figure 1 | Two radiopaque lesions in unusual locations (arrows). Figure 2 | The two radiopaque lesions were stones impacted in
the upper ureters (arrows) and were the cause of obstruction.
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